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 On 14 June 2017 Peter Stubbs will  

conduct a talk and demonstration on  

readying orchids for display/shows.  

 Peter will cover the basics and some 

 of the common faults seen with  

orchids on the Show Bench, and some simple steps 

that you can take to display your flowering achieve-

ments to their best. Peter advises that it won’t be a 

‘What the Judges are Looking For’ session – your 

Editor suspects that it might be more along the lines 

of ‘What the Judges hope not to encounter.’ 

All of us will benefit from Peter’s observations and 

advice. By heeding this advice, you’ll be able to  

prepare your plants to obtain the most personal  

satisfaction, and enhance the overall display that we 

present to the public at our Shows.  

We owe it to ourselves and our plants to display them 

in the best possible manner, after all, twelve month’s 

endeavour has gone into this season’s flowering. 

 
NEXT MEETING 

Wednesday 
14 June 

CWA HALL 
Queen Street 

Moruya 
Benching by: 

7pm 
Meeting: 7.30pm 

Supper to share 

We send our best wishes 

to any member who is ill or    

undergoing treatment. We 

hope you are soon feeling much better. 

JUNE 2017 eurobodallaorchidclub.webs.com/ 

 

 

From Vice President Jean:    

It was good to see so many flowers on the bench at the last 

meeting, especially on the Novice table and the quality of 

the plants was especially good. 

Two of our members gave very 

interesting and informative 

talks. Sue Carroll showed us 

where she grows her orchids. 

Some in an orchid house but 

quite a lot in stumps, on trees 

or hanging around the garden. 

It just goes to show what you 

can do with a little imagination, 

a partner who can find          

interesting mounts and a bit of 

knowledge about how and 

where certain orchids grow. 

Gordon Marion gave an interesting talk on the effects of 

light on our orchids, especially the blue 

and red wavelengths, these are critical 

to growing healthy plants. There was 

also a warning about growing under 

green polycarbonate roofing, as this 

absorbs the blue light and does not 

allow it to reach the plants below. 

Green shade cloth is fine as the light 

passes through it to the plants so they 

can utilise the red and blue light to 

grow. 

At our last meeting... 

WEBSITE: 

At our next meeting... 

 

 

Orchid Crawl, Tuross Head 

Saturday 17 June 2017 

It is planned to start at Maria’s (108 Coogee Street) at 
10.30am with tea/coffee hosted by David and Diane 

just across the road at 2 Coila Avenue.  
 

Proceedings will then move on to Gordon’s (14 Oaks 
Avenue) and then to Jean’s (27 Meakin Street.)  

 
Those wishing to continue their Tuross outing will 

gather at the Tuross Boatshed for lunch.  
 

These events are always worth attending for  
seasoned and new growers.  

You’ll always pick up something new,  
or different, to try. 

  

http://eurobodallaorchidclub.webs.com/


Disclaimer: Eurobodalla Orchid Club Inc takes no responsibility for anything said by a member or a visiting speaker. 

WE STOCK AN EXTENSIVE PRODUCT RANGE 
FOR ALL YOUR ORCHID NEEDS. 

 
Campbell’s Orchid Fertilizer 

Clear Phaleanopsis Pots 
White and Coloured Labels 

Range of Orchid Growing Media…..and  
MORE! 

 
Take advantage of your V.I.P. customer pricing. 

PHONE FOR DELIVERY OR VISIT US AT 
21 BELLVUE STREET, SOUTH NOWRA. 

PH. 4423 2359 FAX. 4423 7180 

CLICK HERE 

JOIN US 

Monthly Maintenance 

 slugs/snails, crickets/grasshoppers, caterpillars 
and other critters are about. A good systemic 
spray will deal with most insects, mites and scale 
although regular follow up applications will be 
necessary to break the breeding cycle particularly 
of Boisduval.  Boisduval and Mealy Bug in small 
holdings can be controlled by Eco Oil or similar, 
applied regularly.  Confidor or Bayer Initiator 
Balls, seen recently on the shelves at Woolies at 
about $1 a marble in a packet of eight, are    
available from Eddy and Karen at Mogo for      
significantly less than that. They should be       
effective for twelve months. 

 identify cymbidiums in spike to save inadvertent 
damage and commence staking. Don’t forget   
Neville Roper’s trick of wafting an aerosol surface
-spray over buds to deter chewing insects – note 
the operative words ‘wafting over’ as opposed to 
‘spraying at.’ 

 a couple of Members have reported Rat damage 
to plants. 

Annual Fees are overdue  

and payable to Treasurer, David Hay  

at the next meeting or  they can be posted to him at  

PO Box 3004 Tuross Head, 2537.  

Fees remain as they have been for ten or more years,  

$13 single membership and   

$16 for a family membership. 

GROWERS’ WORKSHOP 

Paula Brown opened up her houses and shared her  

growing tips for Dendrobiums and Sarcochilus. Fifteen  

novice and experienced growers improved their knowledge 

and understanding of these Australian Natives.   

An added bonus was a demonstration by Brian Coulton on 

how he makes his slatted timber baskets. Brian introduced 

those present to his latest 

gizmo, a tea light-candle 

powered terracotta-pot 

heater for the orchid 

house. It’s been  

suggested that Brian be 

encouraged to put both 

items out in ‘kit form.’ 

An added bonus was the 

tutelage that Gordon  

provided by  

 

demonstrating how to get the most out of an EC Meter.  

With this knowledge under her belt, there’ll be no stopping 

Paula, her fertilising program and her orchids. Moruya Markets  

Display and Show Promotion 

This will be held on Saturday 1 July. We’ll have    
flowering orchids on display and as raffle prize(s) and 
perhaps some posies for sale. Members with        
flowering plants for sale (10% commission applies) 
should bring them along by 8am. All proceeds will be 
directed to the Moruya Hospital Auxiliary. 

The Winter Show at CWA Hall, Moruya  is not far 

away – Friday 7th and Saturday 8th July and Show 

Schedules will be available at the June Meeting. If 

you’ve never ‘shown’ before and are a bit reticent, 

talk to an ‘old hand’ at the next meeting to obtain  

support and advice. 

2017 Bus Trip 
 

The Batemans Bay Club trip to Orchids Out West,    

Hawkesbury Racecourse on 26 May 2017 went off without a 

hitch.  

First opportunities for seats were provided to the Bay Club’s 

Members with remaining seats offered to Members of other 

Clubs.  

Peter Marshall guided his luxury coach into the Racecourse 

carpark on time. The return journey ran to schedule despite 

being diverted around a serious motor accident.  

There was sufficient time at the venue for orchid acquisition 

and to admire the many outstanding plants entered in the 

Displays.  

Early feedback suggests a degree of enthusiasm for a    

similar trip next year. Growcomp Plant 

Laeliocattleya interceps ‘Fluoro Flash’ 

Remember to bring this along to the June meeting. 

https://www.facebook.com/orchid.club.9
https://www.facebook.com/orchid.club.9


Have you visited our website lately? 

http://eurobodallaorchidclub.webs.com/ 

Always something interesting to find! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 June 17 EOC Orchid Crawl, Tuross Head 
 June 23-25 Royale Orchids Open Days, Peats Ridge 
 June 24&25 Mingara Orchid Fair and Show 
 July 7&8 EOC Winter Show, Moruya 
 July 15&16 MUOS Winter Show, Ulladulla 
 July 21&22 BBO&FS Winter Show 
 August 12-13 National Orchid Extravaganza, Dural 
 August 18-20 Sapphire Coast Winter Show, Merimbula 
 August 18-20 St Ives Orchid Fair 
 August 25-27 OSCOV Melbourne Orchid Spectacular 
 September 1&2  EOC Spring Show, Narooma 
 September 8&9 BBO&FS Spring Show 
 September 16&17 MUOS Spring Show, Ulladulla 
 September 21&22 Sapphire Coast Spring Show 
 September 30&October 1 South&West Regional Conference Albury/Wodonga 
 October 6-8 Southern Orchid Spectacular, Caringbah High School 
 October 7 EOC Growers Workshop & Deflasking – Graham Jackson’s 
 October 20&21 BBO&FS Native Show 
 November 3&4 Sapphire Coast Native Show, Merimbula 
 November 11 Sarc Challenge with Sapphire Club, EOC hosting 

 December 3 EOC Christmas Party 

FOR YOUR 2017 DIARY 

EOC Newsletter editors: Liz Cleaver & Tony Groube         Email: elizabethcleaver@bigpond.com        Phone: 4471 2052  

Benching at General Meetings 

There was a degree of congestion during set-up at the last General Meeting. We’ll try and generate some 
more ‘milling’ space along the benches to avoid congestion. You can assist by being at the Meeting on 
time, benching your plants promptly and then moving back from the tables. If you are unsure of the class 
your exhibit(s) should be entered in, get to the Meeting early and seek assistance. Having established 
where your plant ‘should go,’ annotate the label as a reminder for next time. 

With Show Season almost on us it is important to generate accurate benching cards. Some benching 
cards are indecipherable, others incorrectly spelt, and some are just wrong. You can help by writing neatly 
– we will help by trying to identify your orchid, its correct name and spelling and benching category, using 
Orchid Wiz. 

If you are benching a species orchid – lower-case, is the way to go e.g. Sarcochilus [Sarco.] hartmannii, or 
Dockrillia [Doc.] fuliginosa. The names of Hybrids are capitalised as shown in these examples -             
Sarcochilus Tuross (Sarco. Topaz x Sarco. Kunama) and Dockrillia  Australian Ginger (Doc. striolatum x 
Doc. fuliginosa.)  The abbreviations  Sarco. or Doc. are acceptable and save  a bit of writing on your 
benching tickets. 

http://eurobodallaorchidclub.webs.com/


 
EUROBODALLA ORCHID CLUB INC. 

                                   DRAFT MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING HELD                                         

AT CWA HALL, MORUYA  

Wednesday, 10 May, 2017 

PRESENT:    Members:  36    Apologies: 2 

Vice President Jean welcomed all those in attendance. 

MINUTES: The Minutes of the last General Meeting held on Wednesday 12 April 2017, having been circulated be accepted as a 
true copy. Moved: Diane Hay      Seconded: Sylvia Hawkins   Carried   BUSINESS ARISING: included in the General Business.  

1. CORRESPONDENCE: 

a. Newsletters from Sapphire Coast, Wagga Wagga, Albury/Wodonga, Shoalhaven, Sutherland Shire, Eastern Suburbs Orchid 
Society. 

b. Magazines: Australian Orchid Review  

c. Notification of our Judges for this year’s shows 

      Moved: Diane Hay    Seconded:  Una Roberts         Carried 

2. TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Treasurer David presented the Financial Statement for April 2017,outlining the items. 

Income:  $842.05     Expenditure: $792.68      Profit for the period: $49.37 

Moved: David Hay    Seconded:   Anne- Marie Collins    Carried 

3. GENERAL BUSINESS: 

a. Plant of the Night certificates from past months were awarded to Michelle McIntosh, Una Roberts and Don & Margaret 
Hayes. 

b. “Make a Wish”: Jean reminded members there have been several wishes made and if they can assist please, see the 
member concerned. Also let Liz know if your wish has been fulfilled so it can be taken off the list. 

c. Growers’ Workshop: At Paula & Michael Brown’s, 14 St Vincent Road, Tuross Head, May 20th starting at 10.30am. All 
growers welcome. 

d. Mogo Orchid Gift Voucher for the Raffle Table: Jean reminded members if anyone would like to donate to please see To-
ny, and thanked members for their contributions. 

e. South & West Regional Conference: Held on the long weekend in October in Albury/Wodonga with guest speakers. Our 
Club will be setting up a display, organized by Gordon Marion. All are welcome to assist and anyone can bench plants in the 
show. 

f. EOC Shows: Jean provided new schedules, reminding members to please read them carefully as there are some changes, 
particularly regarding the benching of Dockrillias. These now have a separate section but will be included in Orchids Not 
Elsewhere Specified for awarding of Champion Ribbons. There has also been a slight change to the Champions, all being 
for hybrids except for the Species, Specimen and Seedling. 

g. Orchid Crawl: June 17 in Tuross Head. More details next month. 

h. Next General Meeting: We look forward to having NSW Orchid Judge & EOC Member Peter Stubbs talk on ‘Presentation of 
your orchids for Showing” 

5.       RAFFLES: 1.  Graham Jackson   2.  Una Roberts   3.  Bob Williams   4.  Helen Watson    

                             5.  Michelle McIntosh   6.  David Hay   7.  Dorothy Kauffman   8.  Dorothy Kauffman 

LUCKY DOOR PRIZE: 18 Sylvia Hawkins 

6.     PLANT OF THE NIGHT & GROW COMP winners for the night were announced. Details in Newsletter. 

Vice President Jean invited all to enjoy a supper break before two of our members presented their talks. 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 14 June 

CWA Hall, Moruya 

Diane Hay   EOC Secretary 

Contact Liz Cleaver if 

you have an orchid wish. 



POPULAR VOTE - MAY 2017 

PLANT OF THE NIGHT 

Open Section 

Onc. Sweet Sugar 

“Million Dollar” 

Ron Boyd 

PLANT OF THE NIGHT 

Novice Section 

Ceologyne massangeana 

Peter & Diane Griffiths 



Benched by Ray & Gayle Huddleston 

Benched by Gordon Marion 

Benched by Brian Coulton 

Benched by Don & Margaret Hayes 

A selection of the many other plants at the May Meeting 



Benched by Jean Swindley 

Benched by  Jean Swindley 

Benched by Gordon Marion 

Dracula Swamp Fox 



Culture of Soft Cane Dendrobiums 

Soft cane dendrobiums originated from Asia.  They are part of the very 
large Dendrobium genus and are a little different to most peoples' idea of 
orchids.  Every year they produce new "canes", between 40-100 cm long, 
with alternating pale green leaves.  The flowers are generally produced 
on the previous year's leafless canes, although the latest breeding has 
produced plants that flower on the current cane.  Why these orchids are 
so popular then becomes immediately obvious.  Their colour ranges from 
pure white to yellow, pale pink to purple, all depending on their parent-
age.  Often the lip is a deep purple with shading to paler petals.  The ef-
fect is very attractive.  Clever crossing of orchids has increased the colour 
range and Sydney has an ideal climate for them. 

Soft cane dendrobiums will grow happily in most back yards.  They need 
to be potted in a mixture of treated pine bark or orchid mix.  The mix 
needs to be rapidly draining or the roots will not grow and they like to dry 
out between waterings. This does not harm the plants at all and in fact 
they seem to thrive on neglect.  For feeding they need half-strength ferti-
liser every one to two weeks; any fertiliser will do.  In winter, watering 
and feeding should be decreased or ceased depending on their situation. 
Older hybrids tend to produce plantlets instead of flowers if over watered 
in winter. As with most orchids they should be watered frequently when 
in active growth or in flower and much less when dormant. 

Light is important to induce flowering but preferably filtered light in sum-
mer so the foliage does not burn.  Under trees or open bushes is ideal 
and the plants grow very well in hanging pots where there is good air 
movement.  They can also be grown in a shade house under 50% shade 
cloth.  Once the plants are in bud, move them to a sheltered area such as 
a veranda to keep rain off the buds.  Water sitting on the buds can induce 
fungus with spotting or even bud drop. Good results have been achieved 
by hanging the plants on eastern facing fences and the clothes lines. 

They also grow very well on host trees (trees that don’t shed their bark). 
Softcane Dendobiums make ideal landscaping plants in the Sydney area 
particularly in the frost free areas. 

Large plants can have hundred of flowers every year and survive for 
many years with a minimum of care.  These orchids are readily available 
from orchid nurseries or through societies.  Several Australian nurseries 
are amongst the world leaders in their culture. 

 

Ian Chalmers 

 http://www.orchidsocietynsw.com.au/SoftcaneDendrobiums.htm 


