
Welcome to the July Newsletter. At this stage of the year we would normally be 
urging you to prepare your plants for our Winter Show. This year we will just share 
with you some of the orchids currently flowering in the collections of our members. 
From the President, Tony Groube, 
The Committee has had its second meeting since the Virus put paid to gatherings etc. 
Our first was on 29 May, the second last Friday, 19 June. Our venue was the Quarry Park 
at Moruya  (Airport Road.) Discussion ranged around what we might be able to do, and 
WHEN, during this period of uncertainty. We are optimistic that we might be able to 
mount a Spring Show as scheduled on 22&23 August 2020. We understand the           
reluctance of many of our Members to subject themselves to the risk of the Virus,        
particularly by congregating in enclosed public spaces. Our thoughts are that the          
Narooma venue allows ample circulation and social-distancing space, and our benching 
layout would exceed current Covid guidelines. In addition, we would do away with a    
Raffle Table at the entrance to allow free flow of visitors. There are some provisos,    
however. Our proposition to conduct a Show depends on availability of the venue          
(ie Council policy) and whether we’re subjected to a second wave of Covid. So it’s all a bit 
of a matter of ‘watch this space.’ 

In the meantime, we’re also aware that it would be nice to have a catch up of all Members, and with that in 
mind we’ve scheduled our next Committee Meeting for Friday 17 July 2020 at Quarry Park (Weather and 
Covid permitting) at 1 pm. The barbecues appear to be functional and we’ll have a couple of loaves of 
bread, some sauce and some snags on the BBQ from Midday for all Members – bring your own drinks.  

The following meeting would develop into more of a General Meeting with participation by all most  
welcome. And if you have some flowering orchids to show-off, we could mount a ‘car-boot’ display in the 
car-park. Once again, it’s all driven by weather and Covid. We’ll email the Membership at 9am on 17 July to 
confirm that it’s on – those without an email facility should check with Tony, 4471 2052 between 9-10am 
that morning. 
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We send our best wishes  

to Members who are ill or  

undergoing treatment.  

We hope you are soon 

feeling much better. 

Thanks to Maria Kacarovski’s 
granddaughter Michelle, we 

have this lovely photo of Maria 
and her beautiful   

Vanda Pakchong ‘Blue Giant’. 

http://eurobodallaorchidclub.webs.com/


SOME  PHOTOS FROM OUR OPEN MEMBERS 

  Bruce Dennett managed to get some flower photos to us as 
some of you will have seen on Face Book. This well-flowered 
Bulbophyllum macphersonii is one of his. It is a tiny,             
cool-growing species found in Queensland. Thanks Bruce. 

These are just two of Peter VanEst’s Masdevallias which are currently flowering. Peter says the photos don’t do the 
flowers justice, but they are still very beautiful. 

            Masdevallia King of Kings ‘Marscay’                                             Masdevallia Rein Sun ‘Merlot’ 

The first Cymbidium flower of the season for Una Roberts is    
Cymbidium Death Wish ‘Speckled Spectre’ x Cymbidium             
tracyanum ‘Tiger’s Tail’ which is a very lovely flower. 



These two lovely members of the Cattleya family belong to Helen Watson. 
The first delightful little flower is Slc. Japanese Beauty ‘Sakura’ and the second is an unknown Cattleya  

in Helen’s collection. 

A beautiful species from Garry Evan’s collection. 
Barkeria whartoniana It must be Zygo time. Helen Marshall has       

Zygopetalum Adelaide Meadows flowering in 
her collection. 



 Jean  Swindley’s Mediocalcar decoratum 

is developing into a nice specimum. 
Paph. Hung Sheng Master x (Hung Sheng Gourd x Hung Sheng 
Bay). This is a seedling.  From Gordon Marion 

Neville Roper bred  
Den. tetragonum ( Gig. X Red Lip) 

                                          The next 4 are from Tony & Liz….. 
Cym. Death Wish ‘Lime Leopard’ ( Saratoga x Select)  

Cym. April Showers ‘April’, the Clive Halls registered 
Cymbidium (Rincon x elegans) 

Coel. Jannine Banks....(mooreana x flaccida)  
registered by David Banks 



                                                                       Newsletter Publisher:  Diane Hay  danddhay@bigpond.com   0409911087 

 

Editor’s Orchid Spotlight 

                        FROM OUR NOVICE MEMBERS 

                      Glenda and Tony Clapin have two lovely orchids in flower at the moment. 
 Beallara Spider-Man ‘Teflon 2’                                                 and this attractive Zygopetalum. 

 

These two plants of Dendrobium Avril’s Gold are      
currently flowering in Graham Jackson’s collection. 
They are totally different in colour as you can see. 
There are lots of spikes coming on, but this year a lot 
of the flowers are deformed and some have missing 
parts. 

Graham believes the heat from the January fires is   
responsible for this aberration. The fires were very 
close to Graham’s property over an extended period of 
time.  

Dendrobium Avril’s Gold (Dendrobium Aussie Child x 
Dendrobium speciosum) is an older hybrid which was 
first registered in 1998. It has a reputation for being 
difficult to grow and flower.                                                  

It is still winning on Show Benches and we can 
see why, looking at Graham’s plants.. 

FROM SECRETARY GLENDA …. 
June /July CORRESPONDENCE:  
Internal-Financial Statement from David Hay,      
Committee Minutes, Free newsletters sourced from 
Garry Evans, Suzie Butler inquiry re newsletter- back 
on email list. 
External- RHSV Insurance renewal, EAR membership 
renewal, Info OSNSW FB competition, Vietnam has 
Phytohormones. 
Newsletters- BBOFS, EOC, SCOC, SOS, MUOS. 

FROM TREASURER DAVID …. 

JUNE Report:- 

Income $0.28 

Expenditure $100.00 

  

Loss for Month $99.72 



From our Members.... 

*Barry McPerson is pretty disgusted with his Cymbidiums. 
The number of spikes they are producing is very poor  
compared to other years. On the other hand his  
Dendrobiums are doing well, especially his speciosums. 
Many are in spike and one plant has 12 emerging spikes. 
Barry’s observations of his collection are almost identical to 
those of Maria Kacarovski several months ago. 
 

*As mentioned last month, Margaret and Don Hayes’ Paphs 
are powering ahead with many emerging spikes. Margaret’s      
collection of 100 or so Paphiopedilum insigne have been 
flowering since April and are a sight to behold. These plants 
have been in Margaret’s family for over 100 years and had 
their origins with Margaret’s Grandfather. Whilst most are 
housed, there are several pots outside under a tree in full 
afternoon sun and another pot outside in full shade (see 
photo) and all are flowering magnificently which goes to 
show that this plant can be grown and flowered in many different situations. 

*Margaret and Don have been in touch with Kay and Alex Brand who are Founding Members of our Cub and now live in Lakes 
Entrance. They are well and Alex still has a few orchids which he tends faithfully. From time to time he threatens to sell them 
but Kay says so far nothing has happened! That orchid bug sure is hard to shake off. 

*Word has just come through of the passing of Ann Schramm on 20 June 2020. Ann was Treasurer of the Club 2002-2005. Ann 
and partner Ian Scott, purchased Kay and Alex Brand’s Bodalla property when the Brands moved South in 2001. In order to be 
closer to family support, Ann and Ian sold up and moved to Hastings, Victoria several years ago. Our best wishes have been 
conveyed to Ian. 

 

                                                                                   Monthly Maintenance.... 

1. If you want to keep the flowers of your orchids in good condition, make sure they are moved indoors or under cover as soon as the 
buds begin to emerge from the sheath. Check the plants for chewing insects or spray lightly with surface spray. 

2. Continue to stake and train growing cymbidium spikes, but remember to do it during the warmest part of the day. 

3. July is a good time for repotting Pleione and Stenoglottis. 

4. In the event of heavy Winter rain, get out your preferred fungal treatment for those orchids which are not under cover. 

5. As many orchids are experiencing a non-growing period during Winter, fertilisers are not needed. Check on the growing habits of 
your species and hybrids to understand their Winter requirements. 

6. Get as much light as possible to your orchids during Winter. As the angle of the sun alters, you may need to re-position some 
plants or hang them higher. 

Information for Members....... 

Listed below are two great sources of information available on the internet...... 

Cymbidium Chatter (https://www.cosv.com.au )is produced by Geoff Bailey former editor of Cymbidium Scene. Geoff is produc-
ing a weekly on-line magazine to keep interested growers informed until life gets back to ‘normal’. 

Barrita Orchids Resource Page,(https://barritaorchids.com/pages/growers-resource-page) produced by Scott Barrie, gives helpful 
information on growing Sarcochilus, Vanda, Cymbidium, Epidendrum and Zygopetalum plus much more. You can be entertained and 
informed for hours. If you would like Scott’s newsletter sent to you, just register on Barrita Orchid’s website. 

https://www.cosv.com.au/publications-and-resources
mailto:https://barritaorchids.com/pages/growers-resource-page
https://barritaorchids.com/pages/growers-resource-page


MAXILLARIA ORCHIDS..... 

This group of orchids are well known but not necessarily popular as the flowers are not always showy. The flowers 
come in different sizes and some are quite small and insignificant. eg. Maxillaria cogniauxiana. The colours vary and 
some are dark, almost black such as Maxillaria schunkeana. Sometimes the flowers appear at the edge of the pot 
and sometimes they are   hidden in the foliage as with Maxillaria meleagris. 

There are about 650 species in this genus and they come from tropical and sub-tropical America. They grow at 
different  elevations so their cultural needs vary. 

In general Maxillaria resent being disturbed and will often take time to recover from being divided. 

Their roots are fine, so if grown in pots they require a fine, moisture retaining mix. Many of the species grow well 
when  mounted. eg. Maxillaria tenuifolia. 

Some can be reluctant to flower such as Maxillaria sophronitis and if it does flower it may produce just a smattering 
of delightful miniature orange flowers. Others, when well established, flower readily with masses of flowers. 

An established, well-flowered Maxillaria can be a wonderful sight and it is worth including some in your collection if 
you haven’t done so already. They sometimes pop up on the Raffle Table or on Orchid Auction Night, so keep an eye 
out for them. Growing them can be frustrating but you won’t be disappointed if you succeed.                                                                       

Maxillaria meleagris Maxillaria parahybunensis 

Mogo Orchid and Fern Nursery.... 
KAREN IS VERY HAPPY  TO ANNONCE HER NURSERY IS NOW COMPLETELY OPENED   

AND SHE IS LOOKING FORWARD TO CATCHING UP WITH HER  ORCHID LOVING FRIENDS. 
PHONE: 0244742291 



Extracts from Alan Merriman’s newsletter June 2020 

Sorry we have not produced notes on our orchids for some time now, things have been all out of wack this year.  I and my wife have not 
been in the best of health, but we are now on the improve.   

Over the last few months I have had many samples sent down for me to look at.  Most have been fungi attacks on bulbs – leaves etc.  Most 
of the problems have been caused by many growers using the wrong fungicide. Most bulb fungi can be controlled by the use of FOS-ACID.  
Remember to add a wetter when using it such as AGRAL®. Look at the label as there are many different ones and most are used at different 
rates.  The common ones that it will control are pythium – phytophthera. All are root and bulb rots.  FOS –ACID  will help control these two 
fungi.  

Rhizoctonia cannot be controlled  by the use of Fos-acid.  For leaf spots on leaves ROVRAL® can be used. Get the AQUA ROVRAL® which 
does not mark the leaves or the flowers.  

MANCOZEB® is a good general purpose fungicide.   

NOTE If the spray you are using does not work, try another if possible in another  family.  Another very good fungicide for spots, rusts etc. is 
YATES ZALETON®.  It is good on orchids, azaleas, roses ornamentals and lawns.  The rate is 7.5ml per 100 L of water.   

Now is the time to check how our two spotted mites are going.  HITMAN® is a not chemical soap that is very safe to use on the following 
pests: aphids, thrips, mealy bugs, two spotted mite, white fly etc. 

Every year I get the same question.  What rate do I use lime: DOLOMITE 2 PARTS – LIME 1 PART BY WEIGHT. 

To treat pine bark for orchids 

To one cubic metre = 1.5m high x 2m x2m wide. 
2 – 5 kg Urea 

1.0 kg Super phosphate – superfine if possible 

0.5kg Iron sulphate. 
Turn heap over after three weeks. After six weeks check pH and adjust.  Remember when you buy your bark check the label to make sure it 
has been treated or you may find you may end up with nitrogen drawn down. 

Now is the time to give your plants a dose of CALCIUM NITRATE to give spikes a push along. Rate 250 kg per ha.   I would use 400 to 800 
grams per 100 litres of water.  Use November – December / January – April/May. 

Now is the time to cut back on fertiliser use.  Half rate seems to be the go. PETERS  has a good range to use such as OSMOCOTE EXCEL CAL 
MAG. Use at 1.0 gram per litre of water once a week every second week.  

Check under the leaves for signs of  mites.  If buds are still in sheath you may spray with ECO-OIL but at 3ml per litre of water.  Water only 
on sunny – warm mornings.   

Only stake your flowering racemes up when your plants warm up or they may snap off!  Always face your flowers to the sun or you may 
end up with twisted racemes! With your Cattleyas, start to drop your watering off maybe weekly.  Move plants around to get maximum 
light.  If you  live in a frost area, give plants an application ENVY®. Most growers give their show bench plants a dose of calcium nitrate ½ 
gram per litre of water and potassium nitrate ½ gram per of water give this application last week of June.  Apply foliar.  

AUSSIE NATIVES need an application of calcium nitrate now and another application in July and August.  Use at the rate of 1.0 gram per litre 
of water in the mornings. If using BIOMIN CALCIUM use 0.5 gram per litre of water monthly of every two months you can use the BIOMINS  
at 1.5 gram per litre of water.  

By the way did you know you can use BIOMIN MAGNESIUM.  BIOMIN MAGNESIUM is a bio – available organic plant nutrient that is        
systemic readily available and non phototoxic . Can be used before and during flowering improves photosynthesis which improves plant 
performance in general, especially during times of stress e.g. summer heat or winter cold. 

Rates: apply when necessary, handy when plants are under stress e.g. pest and disease attacks. Apply at 1-2 g per litre of water.  When  
necessary use on own 

Did you know that FOLIAR FERTILISERS are 8 to 10 times more effective than soil application! 

Good growing 

ALAN & MIRIAM MERRIMAN 

89 LEVY STREET,   GLENBROOK  NSW 2773 

PHONE 0439 514141     NEW EMAIL ADDRESS alanmerriman@bigpond.com 

 

CONTACT: Post: EOC Secretary Glena Clapin 1883 Araluen Road Deua River Valley 2537 Email: secretaryeoc@gmail.com  

mailto:alanmerriman@bigpond.com

