
This edition of the newsletter is getting to you early for reasons that will become apparent as you read further.     

Included are photos from some Members, and some useful tips and advice from other Members.                            

Hopefully you are all enjoying the wonderful orchid blooms that come with Spring. 

From the President......Tony Groube. 

Twelve months ago we were gearing up for ‘the big one’ - our very own Eurobodalla     
Orchid Spectacular – little did we know what was in store for us in the following twelve 
months. ‘Resilience’ seems to be the word of the moment and the way we and our       
orchids have come through it all is testimony to that resilience. We’ve weathered the   
various storms well and maintained our senses of humour. 

One difficulty has been trying to stay in touch with Members. This Newsletter has been a 
good vehicle for disseminating information and a bit of chatter, but additionally, the    
Committee has been keen to provide an avenue for face to face contact. The best we’ve 
been able to come up with is to invite Members to our Monthly Committee Meetings, the 
next is at Quarry Park Moruya, 1.00pm, Friday 25 September 2020. Bring a chair, a   
thermos and be prepared to join in. 

At our last Committee Meeting we considered that a Christmas Party at Kyla Hall was feasible and that we 
should conduct the Annual General Meeting in conjunction with that event. In regard to the AGM, we’ll be 
looking for a new President (foreshadowed at the last AGM) and Committee Member(s). 

I’m sorry that I have to report the passing of two friends of the Club – Kevin ‘Grouchy’ Wilson an old      
travelling companion of Neville Roper; and Ted Beehag, OSNSW Judge and Tolumnia enthusiast. On a 
brighter note, welcome back to our Committeeman Garry Evans, who was caught up in the Victoria Covid 
Lockdown/Border Closure. 

I hope we might see some of you on 25
th
 September ~ Tony 

                                                                            

                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October  2020 eurobodallaorchidclub.webs.com/ 

 

 
President:  
Tony Groube            
44712052 
Vice President:  
Jean Swindley  
44736963              
Treasurer:  
David Hay 
44739547 
Secretary:  
Glenda Clapin 
0414721655 
Committee: 
Graham Jackson 
Barbara Williams 
Anne-Marie Collins 
Garry Evans 
Una Roberts 

WEBSITE: 

EOC Newsletter editor : Sue Carroll      Email: suecarroll100@gmail.com 

A display of 

some of the 

lovely flowers 

that Diane and 

Peter Griffith 

are currently 

enjoying. 
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Orchid photos from our Members 

Two of Garry Evans’ lovely orchids. Thanks to Vicki Douglas for the photos. 

Suzzanne Gray 
has enjoyed 
months of        

flowering and now 
a new spike from 

this miniature 
Phalaenopsis …. 

and is amazed to 
see flowers on 
this Cymbidium 
which has been 
neglected and 

covered in hard-
wood sawdust.                        

Orchids are tough.....sometimes! 

One of Una Robert’s  
orchids which is  

currently flowering is  
Cymbidium White September and      

another orchid is a lovely little  
dendrobium. 



SOME  PHOTOS FROM OUR MEMBERS 

          Two native orchids from Glenda and Tony Clapin’s collection. The first is a lovely Dockrillia and the second  

Dendrobium speciosum which brightens up our Spring . 

 

 

Liz Cleaver and Tony Groube have these two beauties 

amongst many flowering orchids in their collection..... 

Sarcochilus falcatus and Lycaste Kibune. 



 

Monthly Maintenance........ 

 The warmer winds, which come with Spring, will dry out orchid pots very quickly. Be aware and change your   
watering regime accordingly. 

 It is time to think about putting up shade cloth. 

 Don’t forget the additives if you are still repotting: a Confidor tablet or several Organic Life pellets or sprinkle of 
Lime and Dolomite or some slow release fertiliser or several of these cautiously combined.     
Finally a good drink of Seasol and a rest in a shady spot for several weeks can be beneficial. 

 Of course watch out for pests which will love your Spring growth and may have been                
hibernating or developing in your orchid pots waiting for Spring. Snails are out and about and damaging flowers. 
Pet friendly snail bait is probably the easiest form of control, though searching for them and picking them out is 
effective. Deal with emerging Dendrobium beetles in your preferred manner. Four were found recently          
sheltering in a cymbidium flower near a collection of Dendrobiums. They didn’t last long. A dab of methylated 
spirit will despatch mealy bugs very quickly. 

Tips and hints..... 

*If you are making a mount for a specific orchid, as you attach the wire to hang it, put the wire through the hole in 
the mount, then through the name tag and then finish off the hanger. No more lost tags when they fall off the hooked 
end. ( Thank you Jean Swindley for this advice which came originally from Stephen Stebbings.) 

*As an alternative to yo-yos for straightening your cymbidium spikes, think hat elastic. Attach a hook to the end of a 
length of hat elastic ( a paper clip is useful) and hook it over the rim of your pot. As soon as a cymbidium spike         
appears, place a stake in the pot and wind the elastic around the stake and then very carefully around the spike. Tie 
the elastic to the stake with a bow for easy removal. Every week untie the elastic and gently wind it around the   
growing spike and stake adding a little more pressure, but not too much. Only make your adjustments in the warmest 
part of the day. This method is great for straightening unruly spikes.( Thank you Don Hayes for this tip.) 

*For perfectly straight, effective and unobtrusive stakes for Masdevallia and similar plants, use stainless steel rods 
which are available on eBay.  0.8mm by 300mm is a good size for Masdevallia but 1mm by 300mm is also suitable 
and can be used on other small orchids.  Use long-nosed pliers to cut to size and shape the end to hold the stem. 
(Thank you Peter VanEst) 

*To lower the temperature of sensitive orchids such as Masdevallia on a hot day, place them in a polystyrene box 
which has had the base replaced with mesh. Sit it on the dampened floor of your orchid house. The sides of the box 
should be higher than the plants, if possible, to have the greatest effect. (Thanks again Peter VanEst.) 

If you only have a few Masdevallia and don’t want to use a large polystyrene box, use polystyrene cups. ( Thanks Jean 
Swindley) 

*To protect young Sarc. seedlings and give them the best possible start, always double pot them. (Thanks Jean 
Swindley for this tip which came originally from Neville Roper.) This could be useful for seedlings of other genera as 
well. 

*When repotting terrestrials, throw the old mix (when all corms have been removed) into a corner of the garden. 
There are sure to be some you have missed which will grow and flower in Spring, which could add to your collection or 
even replace some you may have lost. ( Thank you to Nita Wheeler for this tip.) 

*If you ever have to buy fruit or veg in clear plastic open top containers, don’t automatically discard them. They     

usually have holes in the bottom and are handy for holding small orchid pots together. 



                                                                       Newsletter Publisher:  Diane Hay  danddhay@bigpond.com   0409911087 

 

We send our best wishes  

to Members who are ill or  

undergoing treatment.  

We hope you are soon feeling 

much better. 

Editor’s Orchid Spotlight 

 

FROM SECRETARY GLENDA …. 
Correspondence 
Internal: Financials, Committee Minutes, expense reimbursement requests, address labels sent to the    
President, Covid Safe Plans, Orchid Crawl proposal, Invitation for Members to join the Committee at September's 
Committee Meeting, replies accepting invitation, Member details update, Covid limitations for the Committee    
Meeting, President thanks newsletter team, especially Sue Carroll and Diane Hay for keeping EOC engaged with 
the newsletter. 
External: Eurobodalla Shire Council request for Covid restrictions for Kyla Hall for Christmas Party and 
AGM, response from Council. Newsletters: Sapphire Coast OS, Milton Ulladulla OS, Australian Orchid Foundation 
AGM, Eurobodalla OC, Batemans Bay OFS, Blue Mountains & Penrith District OS, Shoalhaven OS, Wagga Wagga 
OS, Canberra OS, Gardeners Gazette, Southern Orchid Spectacular cancelled, Mingara Wyong Show details. 

FROM TREASURER DAVID …. (Interim Financial Report) 

 

Orchid Spotlight....... 

Dendrobium linguiforme.  

This Dendrobium linguiforme was 
rescued from a felled tree in Glenda 
and Tony Clapin’s river  paddock 

when the fencer was making a new 
path to replace fencing destroyed in 

the fires.  

Now it is about to reward them 

with its beautiful flowers. 

Income $ Expenditure $ 

NAB Interest $0.27 CWA Moruya $210.00 

    Stamps, Printing Ink, Stationery $175.48 

    Printing Ink $39.70 

Total $0.27 Total $425.18 



CONTACT:   Post: EOC Secretary Glena Clapin 1883 Araluen Road Deua River Valley 2537   Email: secretaryeoc@gmail.com  

The Highs and Lows of Orchid Growing 

Jean Swindley 

A few years ago I was delighted to have been awarded a cultural award for my specimen Dinema polybulbon.                     
Growing a specimen plant is rewarding because of the abundance of flowers BUT the downside of it is that at some point the 

plant will hit its peak and start to go backwards, as has my Dinema as you can see by the photo. 

 All is not lost though, as I have lots of smaller plants of it on the go which are starting to grow into small specimens and I will 
attempt to remove my big specimen and remount it and hope for the best.  

It’s all about the joy of growing orchids. 

Help needed..... 

Does anyone out there successfully grow and flower mounted Holcoglossum species? If so, and you are willing to share your                     

secrets, could you please email Sue Carroll      Email: suecarroll100@gmail.com   Thank you 

                                                            

                                                     On line buying of orchids ... 

In this year of No Shows, on line buying of orchids is a very attractive prospect. Of course the postage 
factor has to be considered, but if you are keen to expand your collection ( and who isn’t) the postage just 
has to be absorbed. Sometimes the postage is waived if your order is large enough!!! 

Two orchid nurseries, from opposite ends of Australia, are worth looking at. Both specialise in mail       
orders, both offer an interesting and unusual range of orchids, excellent service and quality plants.     
Both owners are incredibly helpful and easy to deal with. 

First, in Far North Queensland, is Orchid’s Scent. Originally they sold only on eBay but now have 
their own web site which is easy to navigate and very colourful. Many of their plants are suited only to 
warm conditions, but not all. Some love it in our climate. 

The next nursery is Oceanview Orchids in North West Tasmania. Again they have an interesting range of 
orchids and must grow some with heat, as once again there are warm growers in their offerings. A quick 
check will sort out which plants are suitable. 

Both of these nurseries have orchids to tempt you. Take a look. 

https://www.orchidsscent.com/  

https://www.oceanvieworchids.com.au/  

https://www.orchidsscent.com/
https://www.oceanvieworchids.com.au/

