
In this September Newsletter we will continue to keep you in touch with what some of   our 
Members are doing and flowering. 

From President Tony...The rain of the last 3-4 weeks has been beaut and there’s no sign of rot 
or fungal problems, yet! There’s a feel of Spring in the air and some of the plants are showing it. 
We’ll be repotting before we know it.  And I think because we’re isolating, we’ve had more time to 
‘smell the flowers.’ There is much joy in admiring what we’ve been able to produce, despite what 
2020 has brought us. I hope everyone is getting the same buzz out of their crop.  ~ Tony 

  

Graham Jackson is much happier with his orchids this month. New growth is appearing 
and the flowers are much better, as these two photos show. Dendrobium tetragonum ‘Alex’ ACM/
AOC which was awarded several years ago at the Spring Show and the aptly named and very 
beautiful Lc. Santa Barbara ‘Sunset’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gordon Marion put this impressive display       
together for another club and he hopes that it might 
inspire some of us to do the same in this year of no 
Shows. The orchids are from left to right..... 

Tolumia unknown,  
Cym. Touch of Class 'Flamingo',  
Paph. Winston Churchill 'Indomitable' x (Small Word 
x Ambersham),  
Paph. Hung Sheng x (Hung Sheng Gourd x Hung 
Sheng Bay) (seedling),  
Rhy. retusa var. pink and  
Cym. (Kathy Lovell x Winter Wonder) x Valley      
Zenith  (Seedling) 
 

 

September 2020 eurobodallaorchidclub.webs.com/ 

 

 
President:  
Tony Groube            
44712052 
Vice President:  
Jean Swindley  
44736963              
Treasurer:  
David Hay 
44739547 
Secretary:  
Glenda Clapin 
0414721655 
Committee: 
Graham Jackson 

Barbara 
Williams 
Anne-Marie 
Collins 
Garry Evans 

WEBSITE: 

EOC Newsletter editor : Sue Carroll      Email: suecarroll100@gmail.com 

SOME  PHOTOS FROM OUR MEMBERS 

http://eurobodallaorchidclub.webs.com/


Liz Cleaver and Tony Groube certainly know how 
to produce beautiful cymbidium flowers as shown 
here.The first is Cym. Australian Ginger ‘Bronzy’ x 
Pywacket ‘Cornflakes’ and the second is                                                  
Cym. Wallamurra ‘Ninja’. 

 Helen Watson  has this lovely dendrobium hybrid in flower  and her Dinema polybulbon is looking great.         

Here are two of 
Bruce Dennett’s 
orchids which are 
currently           
flowering.....the first 
is Cymbidium 
Drouin Masterpiece 
‘Renae’ and the 
second is the     
delicate little 
Sophrocattleya 
Japanese Beauty 
‘Sakura’. 



Two of Jean Swindley’s orchids in 
flower.... 

the first is the very lovely Masdevallia 
Mary Staal ‘Red Legs’ and the     
second is the unusual  terrestrial 
species Bontaea speciosum. 

Jean had relegated this masdevallia 
to the sales basket but has sensibly 
retrieved it. 

What are our Members doing? 

 During the incredible winds and storms in late July, the roof of Barry MacPherson’s orchid house was 
destroyed. Within a very short period of time, Barry had a new roof in place, totally ignoring Gladys’  
protests about climbing ladders at ‘his age’! 

 The East Coast lows and their winds have also wreaked havoc with some of Liz and Tony’s shade cloth 
and its replacement is an ongoing project. The majority of their orchids are thriving and flowering well 
and they have had time during current restrictions to enjoy the fruits of their labour. Unfortunately their 
speciosums are not doing as well ( a comment made by other club members) and they wonder about 
this year’s Sarcs. 

 Meanwhile Jean Swindley is on her knees weeding the floors of her orchid houses. ‘I have been a bit 

slack with keeping the weeds off the floor of my shadehouses lately so I have brought this on myself. I 

pulled all the weeds up a while ago but of course they had seeded, so now I have hundreds of little 

ones growing. I have been pulling them out by hand but that is a long and tedious task. I did spray with 

roundup at one point but whether it was because of all the moisture in the air it didn’t seem to work so I 

am back hand weeding again. The moral of the story is don’t let the weeds get on top of you or you will 

pay for it in the end.’ 

 

 

Athough Garry Evans is 

caught up with tight     

restrictions in Victoria at 

the moment, Vicki kindly 

sent these two lovely 

cymbidium photos for 

him. 



CONTACT:   Post: EOC Secretary Glena Clapin 1883 Araluen Road Deua River Valley 2537   Email: secretaryeoc@gmail.com  

Monthly Maintenance...... 

Spring sees a burst of new growth in many orchid species and as well as repotting, it is a good time to 
monitor the health of your plants. 

Are the latest pseudobulbs ( where present) plumper and larger than those of the previous season?          

If they are, the chances are your plant is very healthy. 

Are the new roots green or pink tipped (where visible)? This is another sign of a plant that is growing well. 

Are the leaves bright green and upright? Yellow leaves could be a sign of lack of nutrients, fungal       

problems or problems with the mix. Droopy dark green leaves could mean that the plant isn’t getting 
enough light. 

Whilst checking your plants, take the time to tidy up plants, weed pots and wipe down dusty leaves. 

Of course keep an eye out for pests of all varieties and deal with them. 

With the recent spate of heavy rain, fungal treatment may be necessary, but in the Eurobodalla we will nev-

er again complain about rain, no matter how much or how heavy. 

Looking for Suggestions....... 

Your Committee is planning to meet soon and it would be nice to know what you, as Members, 
would like to see happen regarding getting together. There have been a few suggestions put 
forward like, mini orchid crawl, daytime meeting at CWA hall or a daytime meeting at Quarry 

Reserve along with the Committee Meeting. It would be good to know what you would like to do, so if you 
could send your suggestions to our Secretary Glenda then we can plan around that. The Committee will be 
looking at establishing a COVID safe plan for our Club which gives us a safe framework to work with.   
Hoping your orchids are thriving with all the attention they are getting during this time. Stay safe. 

                                                                                        Jean Swindley,  Vice President. 

A cheap and natural weed killer.....Weed Be Gone 

Found on Pinterest, this weed killer works very well on weeds in garden paths. 

It hasn’t been tested with weeds inside an Orchid House as yet. 

4.5 litres Vinegar 

2 cups Epsom Salts 

1/4 cup Dishwashing Liquid 

Mix together and spray on weeds after the dew has gone. The claim is that the weeds will be gone by that 

night but perhaps a few days is more realistic. 

 A little trivia........ 

Orchid Bees.....Euglossini 

These often colourful bees are found in forests from Mexico 

to South East Brazil. 

The male bee interacts with orchid flowers such as          

Catasetum, Gongora, Stanhopea and Vanilla, as well as  

other plants, to collect essential oils which they store in 

glands on their hind legs. They accumulate these             

fragrances to produce a unique and often very attractive  

perfume which is used in a display to attract female bees at 

certain times of the year. 



                                                                       Newsletter Publisher:  Diane Hay  danddhay@bigpond.com   0409911087 

 

We send our best wishes  

to Members who are ill or  

undergoing treatment.  

We hope you are soon feeling much 

better. 

Editor’s Orchid Spotlight 

 

FROM SECRETARY GLENDA …. 

AUGUST 2020 CORRESPONDENCE:  

External - AOC re AGM and BOM agenda, AOC Conference and Show flyer, Royale Orchids hosting Mingara     

Orchid Club Show, Request from SSOS to publish David Brooks article, Orchids Australia Publication, CWA hall hire      

invoice request. 

 Internal - Committee meeting possibilities, update from President Tony, Club trailer insurance, Financial statement, 

Orchid Crawl proposal, CWA hall hire invoice request. 

Newsletters- MUOS, EOC, WWOC, SOS 

FROM TREASURER DAVID …. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                         Two Aussie species... 

 Graham Jackson manages to produce masses of flowers on his Bulbophyllum shepherdii .(see photo)              
This mini-miniature sized Bulbo. hails from the rainforests of Qld. and Northern N.S.W. and whilst it is easy enough 
to grow, flowering it well is another matter. 
Liz Cleaver and Tony Groube’s thriving Dockrillia teretifolium looks very much at home in this very natural setting. 

Income $ Expenditure $ 
NAB Interest $0.27 Trailer Insurance $45.62 

    Membership OSNSW $62.00 

    Membership AOC $100.00 

        

Total $0.27 Total $207.62 



Just Saying! 

Somebody once said ‘We live in interesting times’. Down here in god’s own country, in the southern parts 

of N.S.W., we’ve had drought, fires, floods and now more floods! In the meantime, something called 

Covid19 has forced its way in to further frustrate weary orchid growers. 

Of late, I have heard a number of people getting exasperated because their plants aren’t flowering or  

growing the way they think they should or have in the past. 

With the bushfires kicking off late last spring, the first thing that would affect your plants is smoke. Thick 

smoke is like pulling on an extra layer of shadecloth. Lowering the light levels will lower the growth rate and 

potentially interfere with flower initiation of many plants. 

The temperatures over summer didn’t help. Long hot days and little temperature drop overnight can lead to 

all sorts of problems in cymbidiums. These can lead to short spikes and/or low than normal flower counts. 

Sometimes you may get normal length spikes but with flower buds undeveloped. 

Flower deformities are common, particularly in the pinks and reds, and can range from multiple pollen 

caps, fused segments, multiples of segments, etc. 

If plants, which normally flower along the length of the stem/cane only flower on one side, try and            

remember from which direction the hot winds in summer were blowing. 

So maybe give them another chance rather than putting them in the green bin! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On a different note, I was asked the other day whether foliar feeding was a real thing. This has been a  

contentious issue for some time.  

Fertilising itself is a complex issue which is linked to your growing medium.  The idea of foliar feeding   

started in the 1950s when a research paper was released which indicated that in a group of plants sprayed 

with a radioactive trace solution some of them showed the presence of the radioactive material in the 

leaves.  Many attempts have since been made to replicate the results of this research, but all were         

unsuccessful. 

The biggest orchid farmers in the world, the Dutch, mostly use systems like flood/drain, drip, etc. to water 

and fertilise their plants, rather than folia spraying.  We also need to remember that plants use CO2 and 

water in photosynthesis to produce food to grow. 

In the bush, the orchids are fertilised when moisture dissolves nutrients in decaying organic material and 

this is absorbed as it runs over the roots.  Our fertiliser is like us taking vitamins.  We only use small    

quantities – some smaller than others. 

That’s why Auntie Flo’s cymbidiums that have been in the same spot on the verandah for years always   
reliably flower despite her swearing she does nothing to them!  

                                                                                                                        ~ DB 


